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Before Polygamy was made a Sin 
When —— many qe > d his Kind, 
== Fer One to One w v. confin'd 2 
When Nature comes, and no Law deny'd 
Peromiſcuous Ule of bine and Bride; 
Then Ifraels at ner — own Heart, 
1⁰⁵ ves and Slaves: and, wide as his — 
Foarter d his Makers Image chrouth the Land, 
Michal, of Royal Blood, the Crown did wear; 
en er ene 
ot ſo the reſt 3 for | hers by 
$3 nes ke Slaves his Red be) did aſcend, 
c ſince Slaves his Bed they did aſcend, 
No true Succeſſion could their Seed 
Of all chis numerous Progeny was none 
So beautiful, ſo brave as 1b} alom : 
Whether, inſpir d by Diviner Luſt, _ 
His Father got him with a greater Guſt; 
Or chat his conſcious Deſtiny made way, 


| By manly Bea lager 7 Sway. 
| Early in foreign Fields e won Renown, _ 
Wirth Kings and States ally'd ro I/raefs Crown? 
In Peace S thoughts of War he could remove, 
And ſeem'd as he were only born for Love, 
Whare'er he did was done with ſo much Eaſe, 
In him alone, twas natural to pleaſe: 
His Morion's all accompany'd with Grace 
And Paradiſe was open in his Face. 
| With ſecret Joy, indulgent David yiew'd 
His youthful Image in his Son renew'd : 
To all his Wiſhes nothing be deny'd; 
And made the charming Annabel his Bride. 
What Fauks he had (for who from Faults is free 7) 
His Fathers cou'd not, or he wou'd not ſee, 
Some warm Excuſes, which the Law forbore, 
Were conſtru d Yourh that purg'd by boiling: ore: 
And Amnon's Murther, by a ſpecious Name, 
Vascall'd a juſt Revenge for injur'd Fame. 
Thus prais'd, and lov'd, the Noble Yourh remain'd, 
While David, undiſturb d, in Siem reign d. 


T: Pious Times e er Prieft-Crafr did begin, 


But Life can never be ir tram ke Bel. 
proves the 


can puniſhes the Bad, an 
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The Jews, a Headſtrong, Moody, Murm'ring Race 
As ever try'd th' Extent, and Stretch of Grace ; 
God's pamper'd People whom, debauch'd with Eaſe. 
No King cou'd Govern, nor no God cou'd pleaſe; 
Gods they had rry'd of wy Shape and Size, 

at God-ſmiths cou d produce, or Prieſts deviſe: 
Theſe Adam-wits, too fortunatel 
Began to dream they wanted Liberty: 
And when no Rule, no Preſident was found 
Of Man, by Laws leſs circumſcrib'd and bound ; 
They led their wild Deſires to Woods and Caves; 
And char all but Savages were Slaves, 
They who, when Saul was Dead, without a Blow, 
Made fooliſh I/hbeſheth rhe Crown forego ; 
Who baniſht David did from Hebron bring, 
And, with a gen'ral Shour proclaim'd him King. 
Thoſe very Jews, who at their very beſt, 
Their Humour more than Loyalty expreſt, 
Now, wonder d why, ſo long, they had obeyd 
An Idol-Monarch which their Hands had made: 

t they might ruine him they cou d create 
Or melt him to that Golden Calf, a State. 
But theſe were random Bolts; no form d Deſign, 
Nor Int reſt made the Factious Croud to joyn: 
The ſober part of Mrael, free from Stain, 
Well knew the Value of a peaceful Reign: 
And, looking with a wiſe Affright, 
Saw Seams of Wounds, diſhoneſt to the Sight: 
In Contemplation of whoſe ugly Scars, 
They curſt the Memory of Civil Wars. 
The Moderare Sorr of Mcn thus qualify'd, 
Inclin'd the Ballance to tlie better Side: 
And David's Mildneſs manag'd it ſo well, 
The Bad found no Occafion ro rebell, 
But, when to Sin, our byaft Nature leans, 
The careful Devil is till at hand with Means; 
And providently Pimps for ill deſires 
The Goed-Old-Carfe reviv'd, a Plot requires. 
Plots, true or falſe, are neceſſary Things, 
To raiſe up Common-Wealths, and ruin Kings. 
Th' Inhabitants of old Fernſa/em © 

Wer" Jebuſites: the Town ſo call'd from them; 
Ar. ers the Native Right 


e when the cholen People grew more ſtrong. | 
A The 
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The rightful Cauſe at laſt became the wrong: 


And _ Loſs the Men of Jebws bore, - : 


were thought God's Enemies the more. 
Thus worn, and weaken' dt well or ill content, 
Submit they muſt ro David's Government: 
Impoveriſlit, and depriy'd of all Command, 
Their Faxes doubled as they loſt their Land; 

And, what was harder yet to Fleſh and Blood, 

Their Gods diſgrac'd, and burnt like common Wood. 
This ſer the Heathen Prieſt- hood in a Flame; 
For Prieſts of all Religion are the ſame:: 
Of wharloc'cr Deſcent their Godhead be, 

Stock, Stone, or homely Pedigree, 


In his Defence his Servants are as bold, 


As if e had been born of beaten Gold, 

The Nwiſh Rabbins though their Enemies, 

In this conclude them honeſt Men and wiſe: 

For *rwas their Duty, all the Learned think, 

T' eſpouſe his Cauſe by whom they eat and drink. 
From hence began that Plot, the Nations Curſe, 

Bad in its ſelf, but repreſented worſe. N 
Rais d in Extreams, and in Extrgams decry'd : 
With Oattis affrm'd, with dying Vows deny'd. 

Nor weigh'd, or winnow'd by the Multitude; 

Bur, (wallow'd in the Maſs, unchew'd and crude. 
Some Truth there was, but daſhrt and brew'd with Lies 
Jo pleaſe the Fools and puzzle all rhe Wiſe, 
Succeedirig Times did equal Folly call, 


| Believing Nothing, or believing all. ; 


Ih Egyptian Rites the Febuſires embracd; 


- Where Gods were recommended by their Taſke; 


Such ſav'ry Deities muſt needs be good 


As ſerv'd at once for Worſhip and for Food. 
By force they could not intr 


nee theſe Gods; 
For Ten to One, in former Days was Odds. 


So Fraud was us'd, (rhe Sacrificers Trade,) 


Fools are more hard to conquer than perſuade. 
Their buſie Teachers mingled with rhe Jews ; 


Which Helrew Priefts the more unkindly took, 
Becauſe the Fleece accompanies the Flock. 
Some thought they God's anointed went to ſlay 
By Guns, invented ſince full many a Day: 
Our Author {wears it not; but who can know 
How far the Febufites and Devil may £9? i oo Wks 
This Plot, which fail'd for want of Common Senſe; . 
Had yet a deep and dangerous Conſequence : 
For, as when raging Feavers boil the Blood, 
The ſtanding Lake ſoon floats into a Flood 
And ev'ry haftile Humour, which before 
Slepr quiet in its Channels, bubbles ore: 
So, ſev'ral Factions from the firſt Ferment, 
Work vp ro Foam, and threat the Government. wiſe, 
Some by their Friends, more by theraſelves thought 
Oppes dthe Pow'r, to which they could not riſe. 

me had in Courts been great, and thrown from 
Like Friends, were harden'd in Impenitence. (thence, 
Some, by their Monarchs fatal Mercy grown, 
From pardon'd Rebels, Kinſmen to rhe Throne, 
Were rais'd in Pow'r and publick Office high; 
Strong Bands, if Bands ungrateful Men cou'd 
Of cheſe the falle 4chzrophel was firſt: 
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Reef, Ur 


In fac /s Courts ne er fat an 
And rak'd, for Converts, even the Court and Stew: 
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Of Arbirary Coundels brought te light, 
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er dale eta ard eke Gegen fir 

or cloſe ns, and crooked Counſels fit; 
bor and"turbulenr of Wir: OO 

rin Principles and Place; 

In Pow'r unpleas'd, impatient of Diſgrace. 

A fiery Soul, which working out us way, 

Fretted the Pigmy Body ro decay * a: 

And ore inform'd the Tenemenr gf Clay. 

A daring Pilot in Extremity; 
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Pleasd with the Danger, when the Waves went High 


He ſoughrrhe Storms; bur for a Calm unfir, 

Wou'd ſteet᷑ roo nigh the Sands, to boaſt his Wit. 
Great Wits are ſare ro Madneſs near aliy'd; + 

And thin Partitions do their Bounds divide: 
Elſe, why ſhou'd he, with Wealth and Honour bieſt 
Refuſe his Age the needful Hours of -Reft'> 

Pugiſh a Baby which he cou d not pleaſe; 
Bankrupr ef Life, yet prodigal of Eaſe? 

And all to leave what with his Toilhe won 
To that unfeather d, —— ching, a Son: 
Got, while his ſoul did huddled Norions try; | | 
And born a ſhapeleſs Lump, like Anarchy. =» 
In Friendfhip falſe, implacable in Hate: | 
Reſolv d to ruin or to rule the State. 

To compaſs this, the Triple Bond he broke; 

The Pillars of the publick Safery ſhoox: 2 
And firted 1/7ae! for a Foreign Toke. J: 
Then ſeiz d with Fear, yer ſtill affecting Fame, 
Uſur d a Parrior's all attoning Name. 

So eaſie ſtil} it proves in Factious Times, 

With publick Eeal to cancel private Crimes: 

How ſafe is Treaſon, and how ſacred Ill, 

Where none can Sin againſt the People's Will: | 
Where Grouds can wink; and no Offence be known, 
Since in another's Guilr they find their own.. | 
Yer, Fame defery'd, no Enemy can grudge : 

The Stateſmen we abhor, bur praiſe the Folge, 
bethdin | 
With more diſcerning Eyes, or Hands more clean: 
Unbrib'd, unſought, the wretched to redreſs: 
Swift of ng nm and eaſie of Acceſs. 

Oh, had he been content to ſerve the Crown, 


With Virtues only proper ro the Gown ; 
Or, had the Rankneſs of the Soil been freed 


From, Cockle, that oppreſt the Noble Seed: 
David for him his tuneful Harp had ſtrung, 

And Heav'n had wanted one Immortal Song. 

But wild Ambition loves to ſlide, not ſtand; 

And Fortune's Ice prefer to Virtues Land: 
Achitophel, grown weary to poſſels 

A lawful Fame, and lazy Happineſs; | 
Diſdain d the Golden Fruit to gather free, 

And lent the Croud his Arm ro ſhake the Tree: 
Now, manifeſt of Crimes, contriv'd long fince, 
He ſtood at bold Defiance with his Prince: 

Held up the Buckler of the Peoples Cauſe, ; 
Apt the Crown ; and ſculk' d behind the Laws. 
The wiſhr Occaſion of the Plot he takes; 

Some Circumſtances finds, but more he makes. 

By buzzing Emiſſaries fills the Ears 

Of liſtning Crouds, with Jealouſies and Fears 


And 
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d proves the King himſelf 2 h 


An 
Weak Arguments! which yer he knew full well, 


Were ſtrong with People eaſie to rebel. 


For, | pray A by the Moox, the giddy Jews 


Tread the ſame Frack when ſhe the Prime renews: 
And once in Twenty Years, their Scribes record, 


By natural Inſtinct they change their Lord, 


Achitophel {till wants a Chief, and none 
— ſo fir as Warlike Abſalon : 

Nor, that he wiſht his Greatnels to create, 
For Poliricians neither love nor hare: ) 

ur, for he knew, his Title not atlow'd, 
Wou'd keep him ſtill depending on the Croud : 
Thar kingly Pow'r, thus ebbing out, might be 
Drawn to the Dregs of a Democracy. 
Him he attempts, with ſtudied Arts to pleaſe, 
And ſheds his Venom in ſuch Words as theſe. 

Auſpicious Prince! at whoſe Nativity 
Some Royal Planer rul'd the Southern Sky; 
Thy longing Country's Darling and Defire ; 
Their cloudy Pillar, and rheir Guardian Fire: 
Their ſecond -Moſes, whoſe. extended Wand 
Divides the Seas, and ſhews the promis d Land: 


Whoſe dawning Day, in every diſtant Age, 


Has exercis d the Sacred Prophets Rage: 
1 — Peoples Pray'r, the glad Diviners Theam, 
he Young Mens Viſion, and the Old Mens Dream! 
Thee, Saviour, Thee, the Narions'Vows confeſs ; - 
And, never ſarisfy'd with ſeeing, bleſs : - © ; 
Swift, unbeſpoken Pomps, thy ſteps proclaim. | 
And ſtammering Babes are taught to liſp thy Name. 
How long wilt thou the gencral Joy detain; 
Starve, and defraud the People of thy Reign ? 
Content ingloriouſly io paſs thy Pays. 1 
Like one of Virtue's Fools that feeds on Praiſe; 
Till thy freſn Glories, which now fhine fo bright, 
Grow ſtale, and tarniſh without daily ſight. 
Believe me, Royal Youth, thy Fruit muſt be, 
Or gather d ripe, or rot upon the Tree. | 
Heav'n, has to all allotted, ſoon or late, 
Some lucky Revolution of their Fate 
Whoſe Motions, if we watch and guide with Skill, 
(For human Good depends on human Will,) 5 
Our Fortune rolls, as from a ſmootli Deſcent, 
And from the firſt Impreſſion takes the Bent: 
But, if unſeiz d, ſhe glides away like Wind; 
And. leaves repenting Folly far behind. n 
Now, now ſhe meets you, with a glorious Prize, 
And ſpreads her Locks before her, as ſhe flies. 
Had thus old David, from whoſe Loyns you ſpring, 
Not dard, when Fortune call'd him to be King, 
At Gath an Exile he might ftill remain 
And Heavens anointing Oyl had been in vain. 
Let his ſucceſsful Youth your Hopes engage; 
Bur ſhun th Example of declining Age: 
Behold him ſetting in his Weſtern Skies, 
Tha Shadows lengthning as the Vapours riſe. 
e is not now, as when on Jordans Sand 
Ihe poyful People throng d to ſee him Land, 
Cov'ring che Beach, and blackning all the Strand: 
But, like the Prince of — from his 5 
Comes tumbling downward with diminiſhr 
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” Why they ſhould I, encouraging the Bad, 


ight: 


Betray'd by one poor Plot to publick Scornñ 
(Our only Blefling ſince his curſt Return: l 


Thoſe Heaps of People which one Shea! did bind, 2 


Blown off, and ſcarterd by a Puff of Wind, 
What Strength can he to your Deſigns oppoſe, 
Naked of Friends, and round beſet with Foes? 
If Pharoab's doubtful Succour he ſhou d ule, "HS 
A Foreign Aid would more incenſe the ew: 
Proud Egypt wou d diſſembled Friendſhip bring; 
Foment rhe War, but not Support the King: 


„ 


Nor wou'd the Royal 7 ere Unite 
1 


With Pharoab's Arms, t' aflift the Jebuſite; 

Or if they ſhou'd, their Int reſt ſoon wou d b 
And, with ſuch odious Aid, make David weak. 
All ſorts of Men, by my ſucceſsful Arts, 
Abhorring Kings, e ay their alrer'd Hearts 
From David's Rule: and tis the 8 Cry, 
Religion, Common-wealth, and Liberty. 

If you, as Champion of the Publick Good, 
Add to their Arms a Chief of Royal Blood; 
What may not Iſrael hope, and what Applauſe 
Might ſuch a General gain by ſuch a Cauſe ? 
Nor barren Praiſe alone, thar — Flow r, 
Fair only to the Sight, but ſolid Powr: 

And nobler in limited Command, 
Given by the Love of all your Native Land, 

en a Succeflive Title, long, and dark, 
Drawn from the mouldy Rolls of Noah's Ark. 
What cannot Praiſe effect in mighty Minds, 

When Flattery ſooths, and when Ambition blin 
Deſire of Pow'r, on Earth a vitious Weed. 
Yer, ſprung from high, is of Celeſtial Seed: 

In God 'ris Glory: and when Men aſpire, 


IAis but a Spark too much of heavenly Fire. 


ITh' ambitious Yourh, too covetous of Fame, 

Too full of Angels Metal in his Frame; 

Unwarily was led from Virtue's Ways; 

Made drunk with Honour, and debauch d with Praiſe. 
Half loath, and half conſenting to the Ill, | 


(For loyal Bleed within him ſtruggled ſtill) 


He thus reply'd,—— And what Pretence have I 
To rake up Arms for publick Liberry ? 

My Father om with unqueſtion d Right; 
The Faith's Defender, and Mankind's Delight: 
Good, 8 obſervant of the Laws; 
And Heav'n by Wonders has eſpous d his Cauſe. 
Whom has he wrong'd in all his peaceful Reign? 
Who ſues for Juſtice, to his Throne in vain ? 
What Millions has he pardon'd of his Foes, 
Whom juſt Revenge did to his Wrath expoſe? 
Mild, Eaſie, Humble, Studious of our Good; 
Inclin'ꝗ to Mercy, and averſe from Blood. 

It Mudneſs ill with ſtubborn Jfrae! Suit, 

His Crime is God's beloved Attribute. 

What cou'd he gain, his People to Bettay 

Or change his Right for Arbitrary Sway ? 

Let haughty Pharoah curſe with ſuch a Reign; 
His fruitful Nile, and yoak a ſervile Train- 


Turn Rebel, and run por u arly Mad ? 
What more can I expect, while David lives? 
All but his Kingly — he gives: 
2 4 


And that; but there he raùs'd; then ſighing, ſaid, 
I ſurely deſtin d for another Head. 
: Thad, find, my mounting * bold, | 
nd David's Part diſdains my Mother's Mold. 
Why am I ſcanted by a Niggard Birth ? 
My Saul diſclaims the Kindred of her Earth: 
And made for Empire, whiſpers me within : 
Defire of Grearneſs is a God-like Sin. 
Him ftapgering ſo when Hell's dire 
While faiming Virtue ſcarce maintain'd 
He pours freſn Forces in, and thus replies; 
Ih Erernal God ſupreamly Good and Wile, 
Imparrs nor theſe prodigious Gifts in vain; 
What Wonders are reſerv'd to bleſs yy Reign? 
Againſt your Will your Arguments have ſhown, 
Such Virtue's only giv'n to guide a Throne. 
Not that your Father's Mildneſs I contemn; 
But manly Force becomes 4 Diadem. 
Tis true, he grants the People all they crave; 
And more perhaps than Subjects ought ta have: 
For laviſh Grants ſuppoſe a Monarch tame, 
And more hi Goodneſs rhan his Wit proclaim. 
But when ſuqu d People ſtrive their 
If not when Kings are negligent and weak 2 
Let him give on till he can no more, 
The thirſty Sanbadrin ſhall keep him poor: 
And ev'ry Sheckle which he can receive, 
Fhall caſt a Limb of his Pre ive. 
To ply him with new Plots, ſhall. be my care; 
Or plunge him — ſome Expenſive War; 
Which, when his Treaſurt can no more ſupply, 
He muſt, wirk the remains of Kingſhip, buy. 
His faithful Friends, our Jęalouſies and Fears, 
Call Zebufites ; nnd Pharaob's Penſioners: 
Whom, when our Fury from hir Aid. has corn, 
He ſhall be naked left te puBlick con. 
The next Succefſor,/ whom I fear and | 
y Arts have made obnoxious to the: State; 
Turn'd all his Vertucs co his Overthrow, 
And gain d our Elders ro pronounce a Foe. 
His Right for Sums of neceflary Go 
Shall firſt be P] d, and afterwards be Sold: 
. ſhall ever. wanting Drvid draw. 
0 


ent found; 


s your doubtful Title into Law: 

M nor, the People have a Right ſupream | 

To make iheir Kings; for Kings are made for them, 
All Empire is no more than Pow'r in Truſt., 

Which when re ſum'd, can be no lor * 
Succeſſion, for the General Good deſign d, 

In its own Wreng à Nation eannot bind: 

If alt ring that, the People can relieve, 

Beiter one ſuffer, than a Nation grieve. 

The Jews well knew their Pow r; e er Saul they choſe, 
God was the ir King, and God they durſt Depoſe. 
Urge now 1 Piety, your filial Name, 

A Father's ighr, and fear of future Fame; 

The publick Good, that univerſal Call, 

To which even Heav'n ſubmitted, anſwers all. 
Nor let his Love enchant your gen'rous Mind ; 

* *Tis Nature's Trick to propagate her Kind. 

Our fond begerters, who wou'd never die, 

| Love burthemlelves in cheit Poſteriry, 


149 


God ſaid, He lov'd your Father; cou d he bring - 
A better Proof, 5 vinch! ? 


ds co break, 


But charming Greatneſs, ſince ſo fe 


» 


Or ler his Kindneſs by & Effefte be-iry'; 


Or ler him lay his vain Pretence aſide. 


than to anoint him King 
It ſurely ſhe d he lov'd the Shepherd well, 

Who 2 ſo fair a Flock as 1 ael. | 

Wou'd David have you thought his Darling Son & 
What means he then ro alienate the Crown > - 

The Name of godly - he may bluſh to bear; 

Tis after God's own Heart ro cheat his Heir, 

He to his Brother gives ſupream Command; 

To you a Legacy of Barren Land-: 5 
Perhaps th old Harp, on which he thrums his Lays 
Or ſome dull Hebrew Ballad —— Praiſe. 
Then the next Heri, a Prince ſevere and wiſe, 
Already looks on you with jealous Eyesz 
Sees thro” the thin Difguiſes of your Hons 


Carts, . 


And marks your Progreſs inthe 

Tho' now his mighty Soul its Grief contains; 
He meditates 2 who leaſt complains. 
And like a Lion rin 


ring in the Way. 
Or Sleep diſſembling, while he waits bs Prey, 
His fearleſs Fees within his Diſtance draws ; 

rains his — and contracts his Paws : 
Till at the laſt, his Time for Fury found, 
= ſhoors with * Vengeance pus the Ground : 
Bur with a lordly Rape is Hunters rears. . 
Your Caſe no tame iems-willafford ;. 
Reſolve on Death, or Conqueſt by the Sword, 
Which for no leſs a Stake, than Life you draw : 
And Self- Defence is Nature's eldeſt Law, 
Leave the warm People no — — > 

time. 


For then Rebellion be. thought a 
Prevail your ſelf of lion gives, 
But try your Title while your Father lives: 


And that your Arms may have a fair Pretence, - 
Proclaim, you take them in the King's Defence: 
Whoſe ſacred Life each Minute wou d expole. 
To Plots, from ſeeming; Friends, and ſecret Foes. 
And who can ſound the Depth of Davids Soul 
Perhaps his Fear, his Kindneſs may controul. 
He fears his Brother, tho he loves his Son, 
For plighred Vows too late to be undone, 
If ſs, by Force he wiſhes to be gain d; 
Like Womens Leachery, to ſeem conitrain d. 
Doubt not; but when he moſt affects the Frown 
Commit a plealing upon the RS. - 
Secure his Perſon, to your Cauſe; 
They who poſſes the Prince, the Laws... 

He faid, And this Advice above the reſt, 
With 4b/alom's mild Nature ſuired beſt: 
Unblam'd of Life, (Ambition: ſet aſide,) | 
Not ſtain d with Craelty, nor puſt-wirh Pride. 
How happy had he been, if Deſtiny 
Had higher plac'd his Birth, or not ſo hight -— 
His Piet ertues might have claim d a Throne; 
And bleſt all other Countries but 3 A: 

c . W refuſe; 
Tis juſter to lament him, than accuſe. | 
Strong were his Hopes a Rival to remoy: 8 
With. Blandiſhments ro gain the publick Le; Is 


To head the F 

And po y proſecute the 

To further this, Achitepbe ! vn 
The Maſecontemt of all the If aclites ; 


W hoſe digong 1 Parties he cou'd hkewiſe joyn, 
For ſeveral Ends, to ſerve rhe ſame Deſign. 
The beſt, and Yof rhe Princes ſome were ſuch, 
Who thought the . r of Monarchy, too much: 
Miſtaken Men, and Patriots in their Hearts: 
Not Wicked, but ſeduc d by Impious Arts. 
By theſe the Sprin of Property were bent 
And wound fo high, they. crack the Government, 
The next for Int teſt ſought t Fre the State, 
Jo ell their Duty at a. dearer Rate: 
And make their Jow: apy = of the Throne : 
Fee ale hey lady 
Others thong ngs an 6 S heavy 

Who coſt co much, nd 1d too little nie Good. | 
Theſe were for Jayings _ Dawd N 95 

On Principles of 


od Husba * 
With them j ein: 135 th 2 = the Tiens 


11 


That thoug Preferment by e 
Who follow 8 a 22 r brinſ, 
Not only hating. Dævi d, but I | 
The Sohmean Rout, well fert d 1585 ol 
In godly 3 and in _ 85 od, 
Cowring an at a queer 5 0 
But lofty ro a Prince reſts 
Saw with Diſdain an Eebnick goed begun, 
And ſcorn d by Jebuſitets to be e 
-headed Levires too, w d before 
From th' Ark, which in the pr Dayorhey bor 3 . 
Reſum'd their Cant, and with zealous _ 
Purſu'd their old below d 
Where Sanhedrin and Prieſt Ya the Nation: 


And juſtify d rheir Spoils by Inſpiration. 
For who fo fir for Reign as —5 Race 
H once Dominion they cou d find in Grace d „ 
Theſe led the Pack; cho — of ſureſt — 
Yer deepeſt mouth d the Goyernmentr. 
A numerous Hoſt of —_ Saints ſuceced ; 
Of the true old Enthuſiaſtick Breed: | 
Gainſt Form and Order th — Power employ ; 
Nothing to build, and all 1 deſtroy. 
But far more num rous was the Herd of ſack, 
Who think roo — and _ talk roo much. 
"Theſe our of meer Inſti ues 1 bei not why, 
Ador'd their Father's God, 
And, by the ſame blind Benefit of Forte, 
The Devil and rhe Jebuſi te did hate: 
Born to be ſav'd, eva intheir own-Deſpight; 
Becauſe they cou'd ner help believing righr. 
Such were the Tools; but a whole Hara more 
— of ſprouting Heads roo long, to ſcore. 
Some of their Chiefs were Princesof the Land; 
In the firſt Rank of theſe did Zimri ſtand, 
A Man ſo various, that he ſeern'd to be 
Not one, but all Mankind's Epiromy. 

Stiff in Opinions, always in the Wrong; 


Was ev'ry thing DY Starts, and nothing longs 
Bur in the one —— 
Was Chai, Fidler, and Buſoon; 
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Be 
wy fad be eſt, and they had his 


Wits, Warriors, Com 
Kind 


 Shimei, whoſe Youth did early Promiſe 


*: - mM 


Vet lov'd his wicked! 


n 
> 2 r 
„ 


© Then all for W ge ; king Drinking 8 
Beſides en — rom 


in thinkin 
Bleſt Madmen, who con — ry 15 — way 


With ſomerhing new to wiſh, or to enjoy 


Railing and Praifing-were his uſual Theams;  - 
And boch (to ſnew their i in — 


So over violent, or over Givi 
was God or Devil. 


That every Man with h — 
In ſquandring Wealth was his — — Art; 


. went narewarded bur Deſert 
— whom ſtill he —— lace 2 
ate. 
He laugh*d himſelf from Court; then ſoughr Relief 
By forming Parties, but cou'd | neter be Chief: 8 
For ſpight of him, che Weight of Buſineſs fell 
On Ab/a/om and wiſe Azhitophel : 
Thus, wicked bur in Wills, of Means bereft, 
He left not Faction, bur of that was left. 
Titles _ ames twere tedious co rohcarle | 
Of Lords, below — * 0 


Husbands, and meer Nobles all che reſt. 


- "And chanting ia the Nameof Dulneſs, be 


The well-hung Balaam and cold Caleb free. 


And canting Nedab ler Oblivion damn, 


Who made new Porridge for the Paſchal Lambs. 
Let Friendſhip's Holy * — Names aſſure: 
Some their own Worth, and ſome let Scorn ſecure, 


Nor ſhall the Raſcal'Rabble here have Place, 


' Whom Kings no Titles who on nor God no Grace: 


Nor Bull-fac* eou d Statutes draw 
To wean R nd make Treaſon Law. 
Bur he, tho — * is eller by a w 

Wretch, who Hea 


. 


orſe, 
v*ns-Anointed ard ro curſe. 
Of Zea) to God, and Hatred to his King; 1 


Did wiſely from expenſive Sins refrain, 


And never broke the Sabbath, bur for ces: 
Nor never was he known an Oach to vent, 


Or Curſe, unleſs againſt the Gove 


Thus heaping Wealth by the moſt ready Way 
Among the Jews, which wasto cheat and pray. 
ity to reward his pious Hare 

Againſt his Maſter, choſe him Magiſtrate 

is Hand a Vare of Juftice did uphold, 
His Neck was loaded with a Chain of Gold, 
During his Office, Treaſon was no Crime;. 
The Sons of . had a glorions Time: 
For Shimei, tho“, igal of Pelf, 
eighbour as himſelf: : 
When two or three were gathered to declaim ; 
Againſt the Monarch of Jeruſalem, 5 
Shimei was always in the midſt of them. 
And if they curſt the King we when — was by, 
Wouẽ d rather Curſe than break good Company; 
If any durſt his Fa&ious Friends accuſe, 
He packt a Jury of Diſſenting Jews. 
Whoſe fellow-trelingi in the godly Cauſe, 


”" 


Nou d free the ſuff rin ing Saint from ann 
e 


For Laws are only made to puniſh rhoſe: 
Who ſerve the King, and ro. protect his Foes. 
If any leiſure Lime he had from Pow's,. 
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(Becauſe tis Sin to miſ-imploy an Hour; | 
** Bus neſs was, . , to - ES: 
hat Kings were Uſeleſs, and a Clog to Trade: 
Ard, that his noble Stile he might reſine, ' 
No Rechabite more ſnunn'd the  Fumes of Wine. 
Ch aft were his Cellars; and his Shrieval Board 
Ihe. Groſſneſs. of a City Feaft abhorr'd : 
His Cooks with long Diſuſe, their Trade forgot, 
Ccol was his Kitchen, tho“ his Brains were hoy, 
Such fiugal Virtue, Malice may accuſe; 
Bur ſure twas neceſſary to the Fews : 
For 'Tewns once burar, ſuch iſtrates require 
As dare not tempt God's Providence by Fire. 
Wich ſpiritual Food he fed his Servants well, 
Bur free from Fleſh, that made the Jews rebel: 
And Moſes's Laws che held in more account, 
For forty Days of Faſting in che Mount. 
To ſpeak the reſt, who better are forgot, 
Wou'd tire a well-breath*d Witneſs of rhe Plot: 
Yet, Corah, thou ſhalr from Oblivion paſs; 
Erect thy ſelf thou Monumental Brass 
High as the — — of thy Metal made, f 
While Nations ſtand ſecure beneath thy Shade. 
W tar tho his Birth were baſe, yet Comets riſe 
From earthy Vapoursefre they thine in Skies. 
Prodigious Actions mayas well be done | 


By Weaver's Iſſue as by Prince's Son. | 


This Arch-Atteſtor fer the Publith Good, 
By that one Deed Enables all us Blood. 
Mo ever alt the Witneſſes high Race, 
Phaſe Oath with Martyrdom did Stephen grace? 
Ours was a Levite, and as Times went then 
Hu Tribe were God Almighty*s Gentlemen. 
Sunk, were hn Eyes, his Voice were harſh and loud, 
Lure Signs he neither Choleriek was, nor proud: 
H long Chin prov'd by Wit ; bis Saint-ltke Grace 
A Church Vermilion, and a Moſes“ Face, 
Hw Memory, miraculouſly great, 
Cord Plots, exceeding Man, s Belief, repeat; 
Which, therefore cannot be accounted Lies, 
For humane Nit cou'd never ſuch deviſe. 
Some futme Truths are mingled in his Book; 
But, where the Fimeſi fait d, the Prophet ſpoke : 
Some Things {the viſionary Shghts appear; 
The Spirit caught him up, the Lards kxows where: 
And gave hs Rabinical Degree, 
Unknown fo foreign Univerſity. 
Hrs Judgment yer his Mem*ry did excell; 
Which piecid bis wondrous Evidence ſo well; 
And ſuited to the Temper of the Times ; 
Then groaning under Jcbuſitick Crimes, 
Let liracFs Foes {nſpett bis Heavenly Call, 
ind raſh judge hu Writ Apoctyphal ;; ; 
Our Laws for ſueb Aﬀronts have Forferts mane, 
He tales but Life, who takes away hys Trade. 

" JFere Im {elf in Natnef Corals Place, 
Tie Hyetch whe did me ſuch a dire Diſgrace, 
Shou'd whet my My10ry, tha once forgot, 


J make him an Appendix of my Plot. 


His Real ro Hearn, anade lum his Prince deſp:/c, 
And load bis Per{or. with Dadignities: 


But Zeal peculigs Privilege 2 


1 


2 Lat 


Indulging Latitude to Deeds and Words. 5 
And Colah angle * Agag's Mintel 1 
In Terms as courſe as Samuel w*d to Saul. 
Mat others in his Evidence did joyn, 
(The beſt that cou'd be had for Love or Coyn;) 
In Corah*s own: Predicament will fal; 
For Witneſs is a common Name to all. | 

Surrounded thus with Friends of ev'ry Sort, 
Deiuded Abſalom forſakes the Court: i 
Impatient of high Hopes, urg d with Renown, 
And far'd with near Poſſeſſion ＋ a Crown g 
Th* admiring Croud are dazled with ſurprize, 
And on his goodly Perſon Nel their Eyes : 
His Joy conceal'd, he fets himſelf to ſhows 
On each fide bowing popularly low.” 
His Looks, his Geſtures, and his Words he frames, 
And with familiar Eaſe repeats their Names; 
Thus form d by Nature, furniſht out with Arts, 
He glides unfelt into their ſecret Hearts. 
Then, with a gooey ating Look, 
And Sight, beſpeaking Pity ere he ſpoke : 
Few Words he ſaid; but eaſie thoſe and fit: 
More flow than Hybla drops, and far more ſweet. 

I mourn, my Country-men, your laſt Eftate ; 
Tho“ far unable to prevent your Fate: ; 
Behold a baniſht Man, for your dear Cauſe | 
Expos d a Prey to arbitrary Laws ! ; 
Vet ah that I alone cod be undone, 
Cut off from Empire, and no more a Son! * 
Now all your Liberties a Spoil are madd 2 | 


- 
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Egypt and Tyrus intercepe your Trade, 
And Jebufires your ſacred Rites invade. 
My Father, whom with Reverence yet I name, 
Charm*'d into Eaſe, is careleſs of his Fame; 
And brib*d with petty Sumsof Foreign. Gold, 
Is grown'in Bethſheba*s Embraces old ; 
3 his Enemies, his Friends deſtroys : 

ind all his Powfr againſt himſelf imploys. 
He gives, and let him give my Right away : 
But why ſhou d he his own, and yours betray ® 
He, only he can make the Nation bleed, 
And he alone from my Revenge is freed, gore 
Take then my Tears, K be wip'd his Eyes) 
*Tis all the Aid my prefent Pow*r ſiipplies: 
No Court-Informer can theſe Arms accife ; 
Theſe Arms may Sons againſt their Fathers uſe; 
And, tis my Wiſh, the next Succeſſor's Reign 
May make no other Iſraelite complain. | 

Touth, Beauty, Graceful Action, feldom fail; 

But common Int reſt always will prevail ; 
And Pity never ceaſes to be ſhown 
To him, who makes the Peoples Wrongs his own. 
The Croud, (that {till believe their Kings oppreſs) 
I":th lifted Hands their youns Meſſiah 5055 
Hho now begins hrs Pages to ordain, 
Wh Chariots, Horſemen, and a numfrous Train: 
From Eaſt to We$t his Glories be dijplays ; 
And, like the Sun, the Promisfd Land ſurveys. 
Fame runt before him, as the Morning-Star ; 
And Shouts of Foy ſalute him from afar : 
Each Houſe receives him as a Guardian-God ; 
And conſecrates the Place of bis Abode: 


8 


* 


1 


r 1 
But hoſpitgble Treats did moſt commend | 
Wiſe ar, bis wealthy Weſtern Friend, 
This moving Courg, chat: caught the Peoples Eyes, 
And ſcem*d put- Pi td other E 
Achicophe! had ford it with intent 


To ſound the Deprht, and fut hum where it went; 


$— 
Cl 

1. 
1 S 


And try their Strength before they came to blows, 


Tet all was colour d with a ſmooth pretence 5 


Of ſpecious Love, and Duty to their Prince, 
Religion and Redreſs of Grievances, 


Two Names that always cheat and always pleaſe; + 7 550 
Are place xy z and good Ning David's Life 


Endanger'd by a Brother and a Wife. 
Tous, in a Pageant-Shew, a Plot is made, 
And Peace it ſelf is War in Maſquerade. 


Oh fooliſh Iſrael l never. warn 4 11 
Still the ſame Bait, 4 


* 


In midſt of Meatth imagine a Diſeaſe; 
Take pains contingent. Mzſchiefs ls 


und other Ends diſgui 2: Oe 


nd circumvented i!! EE : 
Did ever Men forjake their preſent Eaſe,  - 


Make Heirs for Monarchs. -and for God decree * ” 


What ſhall we think! Can People give away _ 
Both for themſelves and Sons, the native ſway ?-. 


Then they are left defenceleſs, 20 the Sword en a a 


Of each unbounded arbitrary Lord : © 
And Laws are vain by which we Right enjoy, 
7. Kings unqueſtion*d can thoſe Laws deſtroy. - 
et, if the Crowd be Judge of Fit and Juft, 
And Kings are only Officers in Truſt. | 
Then this reſuming Couinamt was declar'd . 
When Kings are 3 or is for ever hard; 
If thoſe who gave the Sceptre woufd not tie 
By their own Deed their own Poſterity, .  _ 
How then cou'd Adam bind future Race? 
How cou'd his Forfeit on M-nkand take Place? 
Or how con*d heavenly Fuſtic damn us all, _ 
neter conſented to our Father's Fal? 


5 ew 


They Kings are Slaves to theſe whom they, command, 
A * 


Tenants to their Peoples Pleaſure ſtand. 


Add, that the Power for Property allow*d,- | 2H 


Is mſchievouſly ſeated in the Croud : 

For who can be ſecure of private Right, . 
If Sovereign ſway may be difſev'd by Might ®- 
Nor is the Peoples Judgment always true: 

The moſt may err 4s groſly as the few. © 
And faultleſs Kings run down, by common Cry, - 
For Vice, Oppreſſin, and for Tranny. © 
What Standard is there in a fickle Rut, 
Thich flowing to the Mark, runs faſter out? 
Not only Crouds, but Sanhedrins may be 

Infected with this publick Lunacy : 

And ſhare the Madneſs of Rebellious Times, 

To Murther Monarchs for imagin'd Crime: 
If they may give and take when etre they pleaſe, : 
Not Kings alone (the Godhead*s Images) . 
But Government it ſelf at * muſt fall 
To Nature's State, where all have Tight to all. 
Ter, grant our Lords the People Kings can make, 
What prudent Man a ſetled Throne wou*d ſhake ? 


For whatſoe re their Sufferings were before, 


That Change they coves makgs them ſuffer mare. 
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The Peoples Hearts; diſtinguiſh Friends from Foes ; 
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Here ſtop my Muſe, here ceaſe wy painful Flight 
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Thus far "tis Duty but here fix the 
For all beyond i is to touch the Arx. 


The tamp'ring W 
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All other Errors but diſturb a State; 
But Innovation is the Blow of Fate. 
If antient Fabricks nod, aud cheat to fall. 
To patch the Flaws, and Buttreſz 17 Wall, 
' © \8 © 
To chaage Foundations, eaſt rite Frame aπ⁰ 
Is Work for Rebels, Who baſe Eads purſue : 
At once Divine and Humane Laws controul ; 
And mend the Party by ruine of the whole. 


To Phyfick their Diſeaſe into a Wworke. 


Now. what Religien can Ri David bring? 
How. tatal tis to — © King 2 ” N 1 
Friends he has few, ſo High the Ma A hed 1 


Who dare be ſuch, muſt be rhe Peoples Foes ; 


Vet ſome there were, ev'n in the worlt of Pays; 


Some ler me Name and naming is to Praiſe. 
In this ſhort File Barzillai firſt appears; 
Barzillai crown'd with Honour and With Years : 
Long tince the Riſing Rebels he withſtood 

In Regions Waſte, beyond'theJordatt's Flood 
fora to budy the State; 

But ſinking underneath his Maſter Fate: 


In Exile with his God-like Prince he mourn'd ; a 


For him he ſufferd, and with him return'd. 
The Court he pradticd, not the Courtier's Art: 
Large was his Wealth, but lat 
Which, well the nobleſt Objects knew to chuſe, 
The fighting Warrior, and recording Muſe. 
His Bed couꝰd once a fruitful Iſſue boat: 
Now more than half a 'Father's' Name is loft, 

His eldeit ry with evry Grace adorn'd, 

By me (fo Hea 

And always 
B* unequal Fates. and Providences Crime: 
Yet not before the Goal of Hanour won,” © 


ircle, but of Power divine, 
Scanred in Space, but perfect jn thy Line! 
BySer, by Land, thy matchleſs 
Arms thy Dellght, and War“ was all thy on; 
Thy Force, infus*d, the fainting Tyrians prop'd: 
And haughty Pharaoh found his Fortune ſ{top*d. 


Oh antient Honour, oh unconquer*d hand, 


Whom Boes unpuniſht nevercou'd withſtand ! 
But Iſrael was unworthy of thy Name: 

Short is the Date of all immodratę Fame, 

It looks as Heavn our Ruine had defigntd, 
And durſt nut truſt thy Fortune and thy Mind. 
Fow, trec from Earth, thy diſencumbred Soul 


Mounts up, and leaves behind the Clouds and ſtarry Pole 4 


x 


From thence thy Kindred Legions may'ſt thou bring, 


To aid the Guardian Angel of thy King. | 


No Vinions can purſue immortal Height : 
Tell good Barzillai thou canſt ſing no more, 
And tell thy Soul ſhe ſhou'd have fled before; 
Or fied ſhe with bis Life; and left this Verſe / 
* han * * pray Patron's Herſæ? 22 

w take thy fleepy t from Heav*n {es 
If thou canſt find c Roch another He; 


Anotger He wou d be too hard to 


* 


— 


See then whom tliou cault ſee not far behind. 


Zadot the Prieſt, whom, thinning Power and Place 


His lowly Mind advanced to David's Grace; 

With him the Sagan of Jeruſalem, 

Of Hoſpitable Soul, and Noble Stem; E 
Hm f the Weſtern Dome, whoſe weighty Senſe 
Fou in fit Words and heavenly Eloquence. | 
FO, ow 

7 »phets Sons 3 Examples led, 
ning and to Loyalty were bred: 
ro Solleges on bounteous Binge depend, 
And’, Rebel as to Arts a Exicnds 


vn will have it) always Mourn'd, ? 
d, fnatch'd in Manhco 1*s Prime 


orth was known 
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Was his Heart: 
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To theſe fi ed the Pillars of Lawn, 
Nec pleads and. * a Cav, 
Lo 


Dent them a Train 


NP judging Adrie Loma Muſes Friend, 

H 15 2710 * — 2 Sanlredrins debate 
True to his Prince; bur not a Slave of Stare. 

Whom David's Love with Honours 

That ie his diſobedient Son were torn. 


Endewd by ing Witand pr 

ade. A by L by Learning, and "= Neu e 
blies, who but only try 

The 7 a- While, then choſe the eat, 

Nor choſe alone, but turn, d the Ballance too 

So muchthe Wei at one brave Man can do, 

Huſhai the Friend of David in Diſtreſs, - 

In publick Storms of manly Stedfaſtneſs: 

By 2 Treaties he inform 'd his Youth ; 

And joyn d Experience to his Native Truth. 


His frugal Care 1 d the want Throne 
Frugal for that, b my of 28 ? 


Ti calic Conduct when — flow ; ; 


But hard the Task to well the > : 

For Sovereign Pow'r is too ger or 

When Kings are forc'd to ſell, or Crow . 
Indulge one Labour more, Muſe, wee 


For Amicl ; who can Amiel's 1 rate th refuſe * 
—— antient Race by Birth, but nobler yet 
U own Worth, and without Title 

Canhedrim long time as Chief he rut'd; 
Their Reaſon girded, and their Paſſion 4, 
So dext'rous was he in the Crowd's Detence, 
So form'd to ſpeak a Loyal Nation's Sence, -- © 
That as their Band was IIrael's Tribes ia if 
So fit was he to repreſent them all. 
Now res Charioteers the Seat aſcend, 
Whoſe looſe Carriers his ſteady Skill commend: 
They, like th* unequa Ruler of the 
Miſgvide the Seaſons and miſtake rhe Wo 
While he withdrawn, at their ma 
And fate enjoys the Sabbath of his T 


Theſe were the chief; a ſmall _ Ef . 
Of Worthies, in the Breach who op land, N 
And tempr th? united Fur af the 
With Grief they view'd 8 8 erful Engines bent, | 


To batter 8 the ue. . 
A numerous Faction with pretended rights, 
n Sanhedrins to plume the Rights. 
The true Succeſſor from the tremovd ; 
The Plot, b y hircling W Witneſſes improy'd,/ 


Theſe Nis ſaw, and as their bound, 
They Ac King the _ W 


That po Conceſſions from the Throne would pleafe ; 
Hut Lenitives tomentcd the N 


That Abſalam ambitious af ay — 
Was made the Lute to draw the People down: ; 
That falſe Achitophel's pernicjous Hate. 
Had turn'd the Plot to ruin L and State x 
The Council violent, _ ble-worſe ; 
That Shimei caught Jer N ' 

With all theſe Loads of Injuries oppreſt, 
And long revolving in his careful Breait, 
Th' Event of Things; at laſt, his Parienee tir'd, 
Thus from his Royal one, by Heav'n inſpa"d, 
The God-like David {| Vo with awtul Fear 
His Train their M in their Maſter hear. 

Thus long have I by native Mercy {way'd, 
My Wrongs ns Giffembled, my Revenge delay'd: . 
80 wilingt to forgive ch r 
So much the Father did the King aſſwage. 
But now ſo far my Clemency they flight, + 
Th' Offenders 3 my y forgiving Right, 
That one was made for many, they contend : 
But tis to rule, for char 8 2 * eros End. 
They call my Tenderneſs of 70 os my Fear; 
Tho' Manly. empers can the longeſt bear, 
Cot, lues they will divert my native Courſe, 

4 


1 


E pleading + Darling 4 


Rasa to all the "he Height bis Fr his Frame cod bear: 
Had ordain'd his Fate for born, 
He wou'd have giv'n his Soul — Turn: 
Gulld with a Patriut's Name, whoſe modern 
— one — wou'd by Law ſupplant his Prince: 
Peoples ROY, the Politicians Tool ; 
8 Was Patriot yet, but was a Fool. 
ence comes it Religion and the Laws 
u'd more be Abfalam's than David: its Cauſe? 
His old Inſtructor, e er he loſt his Place 
Was never thought indu*d with ſo much Grace. 
Good Heav*ns, chro" art can a Away Paint! 
* e 1 os hg Throne ? 
ou*'d they im 
Let Sanhedcing taught to give their owh. 
A King'satleaſt a part hae rhe Camden 


mine as requi 
Without my — 4 a x hae King tot 
depoſe 


* 28 


Infers a Right the preſen N 
True, they petition me t peer ep . Clue: 
202 Hande ſuit ill withJacob's Vaice. 
Mile pious Subjetts 2 my ſafety pray, 
ch to cures they take my POW away. 
and Treaſons 1 880 poſes my. Years; * 


: : To guard the ſmall Remain . a 
Wa Ys 


And the ſame 1 ec Is to abey: 

No groundleſs Clamoucs ſhall my Baer remoy 

Nor — have Pow*r to puniſh er'e = they prove; 

For Gods, and God-like their Care cxprets, 

Still to defend their Servants in Diſtreſs, 

Ohthat my POM to Gving were confin'd : . of 

Why am I forc'd, like Heav'n 2 Mind, 

To make Examples ofanother | 7 

Muſt I at length the Sword Ne draw? 

Oh curſt Effects of neceſſary Law ! 8 

How ill my Fear they by my Mercy ſcan, 

Beware the Fury of a patient Man. 

Law they require, let Eaw'then ſhew her Face; I 

Thef Is cou' d not be content to look on — : . 

inder Parts, but A daring E Le x 

'To tempt the error of her Front, and Dic. 

Their Belial with their Be zebub will fight ; 

Thus onmy Foes, my Foes ſhall do me right: 

Nor doubt th Event, for factious Crouds engage 1 

In their firſt Onſet, all their brutal Rage; 3 % 
Then, let me take an unreſiſted Courſe ; AK 

Petrie and traviſe, and delude their orce: : Fay 

But when they (bazd all nn Mike: the Fight, 15 


And riſe upon INT redouble 

Foi lawtul Pow'r 1 u, 

Wi en long driven back, at len ir ſtands the Ground. 
He hd Th Almighty, n * gave Content ;. 

And Peals of Thunder hook fl the Eirmament. 

Henceforth a Series .ofnew Time began, 

The mighty. Years in hong Proceſſion 

Onee more the God- like David was reif. 8 4. Fg. 

And willing N _— knew their lawkil Perl. a 


i N r 
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